Serial No. 09/257,209 Attorney Docket No. 040447/01 86 



1 . (Amended) A broadcast sto/ing and displaying apparatus which 
comprises: / 
a network; / 

a network management apparatus' for managing said network; and 
plural types of video apparatuses/connected to said network, 
wherein each of said plural type^s of video apparatuses transmits the state 
thereof to said network, said networlc management apparatus stores the states 
of said plural types of video apparatj(ses, and each of said plural types of video 
apparatuses inquires about the states of the other video apparatuses to said 
network management apparatus j and then determines, based solely on 
information received regarding the states of the other video apparatuses and 
without any user input, a video a^(3aratus to be a communication partner on the 
basis of the states of the other video apparatuses which are obtained from said 
network management apparatus. 



2. (Amended) The broadcasting storing and display apparatus as 
claimed in claim 1 , wherein there are provided a plurality of video apparatuses of 
the same type which are connected to said network. 



3. (Amended) A broadcast storing and displaying apparatus which 
comprises: 

a network; and 

plural types of video/apparatuses connected to said network, 
wherein each of sa^d plural types of video apparatuses inquires about the 
states of the other video apparatuses through said network to the other video 
apparatuses and then determines, based solely on information received regarding 
the states of the othe/ video apparatuses and without any user input, a video 
apparatus to be a communication partner on the basis of the states of the other 
video apparatuses wmich are obtained from the other video apparatuses. 
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4. (Amended) The broadcasting stonng and display apparatus as 
claimed in claim 3, wherein there are provided a plurality of video apparatuses of 
the same type which are connected to sara network. 



I o. (Amended) A network management apparatus connected to a 

network to which plural typ^s of video apparatuses are connected, which 



comprises: 

means for storing^tate of each of the video apparatuses when the video 
apparatus transmits the/state thereof to said network; and 

means for transmitting the states of the video apparatuses when each of 
the video apparatuses inquires about the states of the video apparatuses, 

wherein ^ne states include: a) normally operating and currently available 
state, b) noHrially operating and currently unavailable state, and c) abnormally 
operating/state. 



7. (Amended) A video apparatu^^onnected to a network to which a 
network management apparatus for rnafiaging the network and plural types of 
video apparatuses are connected, wnich comprises: 

means for transmitting^hB state thereof to said network; and 
^gv^ means for inquirin^^bout the states of other video apparatuses to said 

network management apparatus and then determining a video apparatus to be a 
communication partner on the basis of the states of said other video apparatuses 
which are obtained from said network management apparatus, 

wherein the states include: a) normally operating and currently available 
state, b)^ormally operating and currently unavailable state, and c) abnormally 
operating state. 

— ■ — 

9. (Amended) A video aj^paratus connected to a network to which 
plural types of video apparatuses^re connected, which comprises: 
1 /I means for transmitting^he state thereof to said network; and 

g\J / 

^ means for inquiring about the states of other video apparatuses to said 

other video apparatu^s and then determining a video apparatus to be a 



002.930407.1 



;09 Attorney Dc 



Serial No. 09/257,209 . Attorney Docket No. 040447/0186 



comnnunication partner on the bas|sjDf"the states of said other video apparatuses 
which are obtained from^sai^ofher video apparatuses, 
\r wherein the states include: a) normally operating and currently available 

state, b) normally operating and currently unavailable state, and c) abnormally 



operati ng^state. 
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28. (Amended) A broadcast receiving and storinj^ apparatus which 
comprises: 

a broadcast receiving component for receiving a broadcast program; 
broadcast storing components for storing broa^e^st programs; 
a managing component for managing states of said broadcast storing 
components; and 

a network for connecting said broadcast receiving component, said 
broadcast storing components and said managing component; 

wherein said managing component stores said states; and 
said broadcasting receiving component selects one or more broadcast 
storing components from said broadcast storing components as broadcast 
storing components which store a p^gram which said broadcasting receiving 
component receives on the basis of states obtained from said managing 
component through said networks 

wherein the states included a) normally operating and currently available 
state, b) normally operating and currently unavailable state, and c) abnormally 
operating state. 



29. (Amended) A broadcast receiving and storing apparatus which 
comprises: / 

a broadcast receiving component for receiving a broadcast program; 

broadcast storing components for storing broadcast programs; and 

a network for connecting said broadcast receiving component, and said 
broadcast storing components; 

wherein ^aid broadcasting receiving component selects one or more 
broadcast storing components from said broadcast storing components as 
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broadcast storing components which store^a'^ogram which said broadcasting 
receiving component receives on^the , basis of states obtained from said 
broadcast storing componei>ts''thrmigh said network, 

wherein the states^clude: a) normally operating and currently available 
state, b) normaliV^^perating and currently unavailable state, and c) abnormally 



Drnrml^ 
operatmg^tate. 



35. (New) The broadcasting, storing and displaying apparatus as 
claimed in claim 1 , wherein the communication partner^s automatically selected 
by one of the video apparatuses based on inforrpation concerning currently 
available resources for each of the other apparatuses. 

36. (New) The broadcasting^storing and displaying apparatus as 
claimed in claim 35, wherein the currently available resources of each of the 
other video apparatuses do not include'jBSOurces that are currently assigned to 
any of the video apparatuses. 

37. (New) The^roadcasting, storing and displaying apparatus as 
claimed in claim 3, wherein the communication partner is automatically selected 
by one of the video apparatuses based on Information concerning currently 
available resources for each of the other apparatuses. 



38. (New)/ The broadcasting, storing and displaying apparatus as 
claimed in claim/37, wherein the currently available resources of each of the 

other video apparatuses do not include resources that are currently assigned to 

/ 

any of the video apparatuses. 



6 



